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Movie Synopsis

On the eve of testy discussions with the U.S. Secretary of State, Prime Minister Matthew McLaughlin is killed in an accident. His son, Tom McLaughlin, returns to Canada to attend his father's funeral where he delivers a eulogy that stirs the public and propels him into politics and ultimately the Prime Minister's office. The investigation into his father's death, however, reveals that it was no accident, raising the possibility of assassination. The trail of evidence triggers a series of events that uncovers a shocking plot to sell one of Canada's most valuable resources - water.
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Position
H2O (at the start) 
Canada Today  

Prime Minister
The Right Honourable


Matthew McLaughlin
______________________
Deputy PM and
The Honourable
Solicitor General 
Marc Lavigne
______________________
US President
His Excellency The Honorable


_________ Monroe
______________________
National Chief

Assembly of First Nations
Grand Chief Blackfire
______________________
Media Baron
Randall Spear
______________________
Prime Minister’s Son
Tom McLaughlin
*



*Have there been any political family dynasties in Canada?  Are any foreseeable?

1. The political turmoil is obvious from the beginning. The troubling death of the Prime Minister.  The new Prime Minister’s history and agenda.  The return of the Prime Minister’s son to Ottawa….  what gets everyone’s attention?
2. Why is water such an issue right now?

3. Why did the new Prime Minister call a leadership convention so quickly?
4. Meanwhile, the F.I.T. investigator is putting together a string of evidence that suggests what?
5. Prime Minister Tom McLaughlin is quickly establishing his political agenda.  What strikes you about the way and speed which he goes about his agenda?  Reality?!
6. What does the Prime Minister propose to the Premiers of Ontario and Quebec to help with their financial crises?
7. In the videotape from the Legion, the investigators notice a man that claimed to work for the Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) but really was who?

8. What is the International Joint Commission?
9. What are the basics of the water plan that the junior officer at Environment Canada explains to Minister Lavigne?
10. What is the justification of the Prime Minister’s proposed deal with the United States?
11. The investigators find the lawyer’s body, and a newspaper article which shows which two people knew each other?
12. The Prime Minister realizes there has been a political assassination, tells the media barons “watch me”, and invokes the Emergencies Act.  Draw some parallels to actual events in history.
13. What does the investigator find at the dead police officer’s house?
14. What is the Prime Minister doing concerning the Assembly of First Nations and the Government of Quebec?
15. According to one journalist, “in the name of security, we are heading towards…” what?
16. What is the investigator (who just quit, really) concluding about the Prime Minister and the media baron (especially after seeing the video footage from the funeral)?
17. The Prime Minister has requested that key Canadian installations are to be protected by the Canadian Forces, but the commanders feel they don’t have enough troops…. which allows the Prime Minister to do what?
18. Industry CEO Frommer wants to talk with Lavigne about what?
19. The Prime Minister speaks to the public about the ridiculousness of what?
20. All the while, he has ordered a rogue group of individuals to do what?

21. What does the Prime Minister propose to the US Ambassador?
22. Meanwhile, what is Marc Lavigne trying to do before the vote in Parliament?
23. How does the U.S. ultimately respond to the “Canadian Crisis”?
For those who are interested, the protocols, titles, and references to Canadian historical names, dates, and facts are accurate (with the exception of the “Canadian Federal Police” and the voting procedure in the House of Commons):
· Tupper as a short-lived PM in the 1890s

· close election of King as Liberal leader in 1919

· 24 Sussex Drive’s Gorffwysfa name meaning of “place of peace” in Welsh

· reference as “Minister” or “Prime Minister” and not “Mr. Minister” or “Mr. Prime Minister” (although, as in reality, some people do use these inappropriate titles, such as the US Ambassador)
· powers of the Federal Cabinet within the Emergencies Act[image: image2.jpg]



